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3 January 2013
Dear
Thank you for your very helpful and thoughtful report as External Examiner on our MA in
Theatre and Global Development and the MA in Theatre-Making for 2011-12.Your report has
now been considered by the School’s Taught Student Education Committee and I have
incorporated that committee’s response into my comments.
While registering your sense of the small size of the cohorts, we note with pleasure your view that
we offer ‘a kind of bespoke service’ on these MA programmes and that you consider them to be
well managed at the administrative level. We are pleased to have your confirmation that
outcomes and standards are ‘appropriate for the award’ and your commendation of the clarity of
marking, though we note your misgivings about what you consider to be generous marking in
certain areas. We also welcome you view that the standard of the dissertations was ‘very good
overall’ and that in them ‘the students appear to have made genuine strides over the course of the
MA’.
You also raise a number of important points about our practices and these have been drawn to
the attention of the relevant committee (see above); and we will certainly review them in ongoing
discussions. Some of these relate to what might be considered to be less than adequate
communication with you as External Examiner: for example the terms of the invitation to attend
performances and the documentation related to practical assessment. You also raise an important
issue with regard to the accessibility and use of marking criteria; and this also relates to your
worrying comments about your uncertainty as to whether ‘the students working at this level are
being taught through research framework at Leeds – at least it is difficult to see this from the
paper-work’. Rest assured, we will satisfy ourselves as to whether this perception, as you imply,
rests on the paperwork.
You mention that you have not had ‘a detailed response from an academic convenor’ in response
to your reports. Our procedure, as this letter manifests, is to pass the reports of Externals
through our Academic Quality and Standards Team. From there, they are returned to the School
and, as explained in my opening paragraph, then considered in plenary session at our Student
Education Committee; after which, I, as Head of School, communicate our response.

On behalf of the School, I would like thank you for all your work for us over the last few years.
We are very grateful for the contribution you have made to our examining process and for your
helpful and astute commentaries on our practices and the performances of our students.
Yours sincerely,

BoS 26/10/05
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