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Route to Masters

Route to Masters is an induction programme designed to help you feel welcomed and connected to your new learning community.  You’ll meet staff and students who will be significant to you and start to build friendships and networks for learning, support and your future career. We have a range of sessions to help you understand what to expect from your Masters experience, and what is expected of you as a Masters student on your programme. You’ll be able to reflect on your previous academic experiences and how the year ahead will be different for you.  

Specialists from across campus will lead workshops to introduce skills and strategies for adapting to your new environment and dealing with typical challenges for Masters students, including managing your time, making the most of your intercultural learning environment, looking after your wellbeing, preparing for change, and working under pressure. There will also be plenty of opportunities to explore the campus and the local area with fellow students through activities, field trips and social events. The Route to Masters programme will help you to enjoy your first weeks, feel enthusiastic about the challenges ahead and confident about your ability to be successful in Leeds.  Please attend all sessions unless otherwise stated. We look forward to seeing you on the Route to Masters!
The Institute for Transport Studies (ITS) is located at 34-40 University Road.
	WEDNESDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER

	10:00 – 12:00
	Welcome to ITS
	Welcome to ITS. You will have the chance to meet the meet admissions team, and have the opportunity to meet fellow students.

	11:00 – 13:00
	Find out Fair at LUU
	Visit the Find Out Fair at Leeds University Union (LUU) in Riley Smith Theatre to find out more about LUU, and the Clubs and Societies that you can join. 

	12:00 onwards
	Administrative tasks
	You should use this time to sort out administrative tasks such as registration, appointments at the bank, accommodation, etc.

	Evening
	Evening activities
	In the evening you will be involved with an activity covered by the Students Union. You will also receive a brochure to accompany this activity.


	Thursday 19TH SEPTEMBER

	09:30 – 11:30
	Route to Masters
	This will involve a variety of activities to get to know your fellow students.

	11:30 – 11:45
	Break
	

	11:45 – 12:30
	Talks from DSE and HoS
	An introduction from the Director of Student Education and the Head of School, an opportunity to find out more about what’s coming up during your Route to Masters programme and a Health and Safety talk.

	12:30 – 13:00
	SES talk
	This will allow you to meet the Student Education Services team and find out what they can do and help you with.

	13:00 – 13:30
	Health and Safety talk
	A basic induction on health and safety will be given.

	13:30 – 14:30
	Lunchbreak
	

	14:30 – 15:45
	Programme Talks
	This will give you a chance to meet with your programme leader and other students on your programme. Now is the time to ask any questions you may have about the programme.

	15:45 – 17:00
	Afternoon tea
	


	Friday 20th September

	10:00 – 12:00

	PGT International Orientation
	An essential session for international students run by the International Student Office and other staff from across campus, providing information about immigration and other UK regulations; studying in the UK; cultural adjustment; and the support and opportunities available to help you get the most out of your time at Leeds.

	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunchbreak
	

	13:30 – 15:30
	Computing skills introduction
	This session will give you a basic introduction to various computing skills, as well as some general information about IT at the University.

	15:30 – 17:00
	Get Out Get Active Campus Quiz
	The Get Out, Get Active team will assist you with navigating around campus. You will find out about campus history, art, support services, transport facilities and transport links, green spaces and biodiversity, as well as other useful information.


	Monday 23rd September

	09:30 – 11:00
	Academic Year Ahead
	This will involve a talk from the Director of Education on what you can expect this year.

	11:30 – 13:30
	Wellbeing and Change Session
	This session with staff from our student counselling and wellbeing teams will feature small group activities to help you develop strategies for staying happy and healthy in the year ahead, as well as help and support available. You will also have the chance to discuss change and how to deal with change in the learning environment.

	13:30 – 14:30
	Lunchbreak
	

	14:30 – 15:30

	Part time student orientation
	Meet other part time students and find out about the various support, opportunities and services which may be useful.

	15:30 – 17:00
	Worldwide transport quiz
	Test your transport knowledge in teams with this fun quiz.


	Tuesday 24th September

	09:30 – 12:30

	Intercultural skills workshop
	An interactive workshop designed to help you make the most of your international learning environment here at Leeds. You’ll have the opportunity to share your experiences and explore skills for communicating and working effectively with people from different cultural backgrounds. A group task will help you prepare for the ITS integrated project in semester 2, and help you to think about how intercultural skills and connections might benefit your future career.  

	12:30 – 13:00
	Lunch
	

	13:30 – 14:00
	Sustainability Induction
	All you need to know about sustainability practices and facilities at ITS and on campus.

	14:00 – 16:00
	External workshop: Driverless Pods and Freight, and teaching.
	An opportunity to get an insight into the impacts of technological change in freight provision in urban areas, and the opportunity to discuss the topic further in a workshop setting. A good taster of what teaching will be like in ITS.


	Wednesday 25th September

	9:45 – 11:30
	Library session – time management
	Balancing academic work, co-curricular activities and other commitments as well as taking time to look after your wellbeing – these are big challenges for Masters students. Our Skills@Library team will introduce you to useful tips and tools to help you manage your time and make the most of all aspects of your Masters experience.

	11:30 – 11:45
	Break
	

	11:45 – 12:45

	Maths test
	Diagnostic exercise to assess prior Maths and

Statistics knowledge.

	12:45 – 13:45
	Lunchbreak
	

	13:45 – 14:45
	Personal Tutoring Session & Mentoring Introduction, with half hour session on Employability at ITS (Employability)
	Find out about Leeds for Life and the Leeds for Life Network as well as how our excellent employability mentoring scheme can help boost your employment prospects.

	14:45 – 15:15

	Language Centre Information Session
	An opportunity to find out about the resources and classes run by the language centre. Great if English is not your first language.

	TBC
	Union Postgraduate Welcome
	As a University of Leeds student, you

automatically become a member of Leeds

University Union, one of the biggest and best Students’ Unions in the country. Find out more about the activities, services, support and opportunities available from LUU in this essential introduction.


	Thursday 26th September

	10:00 – 10:45
	Field Trip Briefings
	A chance to find out about all the trips on offer throughout the year.

	10:45 – 11:30
	Leeds Field Trip Briefing
	A quick briefing on the field trip into Leeds

	11:30 – 13:30
	Leeds Field Trip
	A chance to get out around Leeds with your fellow staff and students, completing a transport themed task.

	13:30 – 14:30
	Lunchbreak
	

	14:30 – 16:00
	Leeds Field Trip Follow Up Session.
	This will allow you to follow up on your field trip to Leeds and reflect on what has been learned.


	Friday 27th September 

	All Day
	Field trip to Grassington.
	This is an all-day field trip with School of Earth and Environment for Sustainability students only.


We really want your feedback!

After each session, please complete a very short survey;

https://xforms.leeds.ac.uk/forms/form/1247/en/its_induction_session_feedback_form
At the end of Induction, please give feedback on the whole programme;

https://xforms.leeds.ac.uk/forms/form/1252/en/its_induction_overall_feedback
Institute for Transport Studies
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