
 

 

The Leeds Doctoral College Newsletter is emailed to all PGRs monthly, and is also available 

on the Leeds Doctoral College website and Minerva. Send your thoughts and any feedback 

to doctoralcollege@leeds.ac.uk  

 

Leeds Doctoral College 

We are based on Level 12 of the Marjorie and Arnold Ziff Building, with a reception in 12.22 

and a seminar room in 12.21. The latter is bookable for PGR-related events and research 

purposes by email or phone. The seminar room is also where our daily drop-in sessions 

happen. Follow our Twitter or Facebook for details on what support is available each 

weekday between 12.30 and 1.30. No appointments necessary, just drop-in. 

 

Research Nights 

Our last Research Nights event on 14th November was a great success, with three wonderful 

talks from Tahera Mayat, Tom Richards and James Mason about their research into Driving, 

Disease and Disney, respectively. Thanks to all those PGRs, postgraduates, 

undergraduates, staff members and others who came along and joined in the discussions.  

The next Research Nights event will take place on Tuesday 6th February 2018, 6-8pm in the 

Pyramid Canteen. If you would like to be a speaker at this or a future event, please get in 

touch. You can follow the Facebook event here. 

 

Leeds Doctoral College Showcase 

The annual Showcase (formerly known as the Postgraduate Research Conference) returns 

to the Great Hall on Monday 4th December, 11-4.30 and is open to all. You can find out more 

about the Showcase here, including information about previous winners of the Postgraduate 
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Researcher of the Year, Postgraduate Research Image of the Year, and the Three Minute 

Thesis competitions. You can book here to attend the Showcase, or just drop-in on the day. 

This year for the first time we have a keynote speaker, Clare Viney, CEO of CRAC, Careers 

Research and Advisory Centre, the career development organisation. 

 

Upcoming Doctoral College Events 

We are running several events aimed at enhancing the academic and pastoral offer for 

Leeds PGRs. You can find out more through the links below: 

- Everything You Always Wanted To Know About REF (But Were Afraid To Ask) – 

Monday 11th December, 5-6.30pm in the Edward Boyle Library Training Room, Level 13 

Research Hub. 

- Masters by Research Lunch & Discussion – Thursday 14th December, 12.30-2pm in 

the Edward Boyle Library Training Room. Invitations for this event will be sent out soon to 

those studying Masters by Research. 

- Leeds Doctoral College Christmas Party – Friday 15th December, from 1pm in the 

Student Common Room, Level 12 of Ziff. Including a Bake Your PhD competition! There will 

be a prize for the winning entry. 

 

Doctoral College Reverse Advent Calendar 

From Monday 4th December there will be a reverse Advent calendar in the Doctoral College 

reception. Instead of taking a treat out every day in the run-up to Christmas, you put 

something in. We will be collecting non-perishable food items and toiletries for a local 

Trussell Trust food bank. Please contribute if you are able – the collection will run until the 

end of the Christmas Party on the 15th December. 

 

Congratulations 

Lara Morley, PGR in the Leeds Institute of Cardiovascular and Metabolic Medicine, was a 

runner-up in the Medical Research Council’s annual Max Perutz Science Writing Award. 

Lara is working on ways to treat a failing placenta by increasing blood supply to the baby in 

the womb, and you can read Lara’s blog post about her research here.  

The Doctoral College’s own James Mason also successfully completed his PhD this month. 

 

New PGR Robotics Network 

Fanta Camara, PGR in the Institute for Transport Studies, has led the creation of a new 

university-wide PGR Robotics Network. A meeting is planned for the week of 11th December, 

so if you would like to get involved, please contact Fanta at tsfc@leeds.ac.uk  

 

 

 

https://leeds.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/leeds-doctoral-college-showcase-2017
http://www.crac.org.uk/404/Directors.html
http://www.crac.org.uk/404/Directors.html
http://po.st/REFevent
http://po.st/DCXmasParty
https://www.trusselltrust.org/
http://po.st/DCXmasParty
https://www.insight.mrc.ac.uk/2017/11/22/at-the-placenta-of-everything/
http://media.leeds.ac.uk/people/james-mason/
mailto:tsfc@leeds.ac.uk


December Graduation 

Congratulations to all those graduating in December! Getting a PhD is a massive 

achievement and we are hugely proud of you all! Help us to celebrate your successes by 

tweeting your graduation photos with the hashtag #LeedsPhD2017, or tagging 

@LeedsDocCollege. The best pics will win a prize! 

 

Intern Update 

We have now appointed our two PGR Interns, who will be working with us to support the 

provision of PGR events and enhanced support for international PGRs. We were 

overwhelmed by the quantity and quality of the applications, and would like to thank 

everyone who applied for their interest in the Doctoral College – we would love to find ways 

to engage with you in the future.  

Our new interns are: 

- Katie Timms (Events Intern), PGR in the Centre for Doctoral Training for Tissue 

Engineering and Regenerative Medicine. For over a year Katie has organised PubHD Leeds, 

a monthly event similar to our own Research Nights, giving researchers the chance to talk 

about their research in an informal setting.  

- Rumana Hossain (International PGR Intern), PGR in the School of Education. 

Rumana has been a PGR representative for the last three years and says that ‘I have 

always tried to uphold the views of PGRs in my School, to bring positive changes to School 

policy, and to enhance our PGR experience’.  

 

Finally... 

We are looking forward to working with Katie and Rumana as we take forward the Doctoral 

College’s mission to enhance the Leeds PGR experience and provide excellent support for 

all of our postgraduate researchers. I hope to see you at our events in December, and don’t 

forget to follow us on Twitter and Facebook to keep up with all of our exciting developments!  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Professor Claire Honess 

Dean of the Doctoral College 
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